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FINAL RECOVERY PLAN FOR THREATENED HOWELL’S SPECTACULAR THELYPODY
AVAILABLE FROM THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) today announced publication of the final recovery plan for Howell’s
spectacular thelypody (Thelypodium howellii ssp. spectabilis). The plant was listed as threatened on
June 25, 1999, under the Endangered Species Act.

A draft recovery plan for the plant was published in April 2001. The 60-day public comment period on the draft
recovery plan closed on June 25, 2001. Information obtained from public comment and peer review has been
incorporated into the final recovery plan for Howell’s spectacular thelypody.

This rare plant species, a member of the mustard family, occurs on private lands near North Powder and Haines
in the Baker-Powder River Valley of northeastern Oregon (Baker and Union counties). To date, this species has
not been located on any Federal lands.

The species grows in alkaline meadows in valley bottoms, usually in and around shrubs such as greasewood
or rabbitbrush. Thelypody occurs on 11 known sites,  occupying about 100 acres. One site historically known
from Malheur County is considered to be extirpated, and its entire range today lies within a 13-mile radius of
Haines, Oregon.

“We are hopeful that the publication of the final recovery plan for Howell’s spectacular thelypody will provide
a framework for restoration of this species in its natural habitat so that protection by the Act is no longer
necessary,” said Anne Badgley, regional director of the Service’s Pacific Region.

Thelypody is threatened by grazing during spring and early summer, trampling, urban development, and
competition from nonnative plants. The recovery plan recommends actions to conserve the rare plant. The goal
of implementing these actions is to restore thelypody within its northeastern Oregon range.

Copies of the final recovery plan are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the
Service’s Snake River Basin Office, 1387 S. Vinnell Way, Room 368, Boise, Idaho 83709, (208) 378-5243.
Recovery plans approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are available online at http://endangered.fws.gov/
recovery/recplans/index.htm.

A notice of the availability of the final revised recovery plan for the Howell’s spectacular thelypody is published
in today’s Federal Register.
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